Language Suggestions for the Pre-Kindergarten Classroom



    

  
· We need to train students to be “good listeners”.

· We need to stop and ask them to answer wh-questions to determine whether or not they are listening to and understanding a story.

· We need to draw attention to new vocabulary.
· We need to help students learn to understand and use proper grammar.
Language should be taught in a variety of contexts.  For example, during play (i.e., pretend tea parties, playing in the kitchen center, playing with play dough, etc.), at snack time, during show and tell, while listening to a story, and during routine times, such as gym and art/crafts.
Snack Time and Play Time
During snack time, talk about the food the student is eating.  Label the item and use words to describe it.  For example, an orange is orange, juicy, sticky, etc.  Expand the language by talking about what category the item belongs to.  For example, an orange is a fruit.  Talk about other items that belong to the same category (i.e., apple, banana, grapes, etc.)
Use the kitchen center to pretend to go shopping or to do some make believe cooking.  Name the items the student puts in the grocery cart and talk about them.  Encourage the student to label the items as well. Take turns being the shopper and the clerk.  

Play pretend games that involve real objects or toy replicas.  Spoons, cups, plates, a teapot, cookies, etc. can be used in make-believe tea parties.  Pretend to make the tea.  Pretend to bake the cookies.  Talk about the steps involved in making the tea and baking the cookies.  Ask the student to follow simple directions such as “Please give me a spoon” or “Put the cookies in the oven.” Talk about the tea being very hot and how you may need to blow on the tea to cool it off.  Talk about dipping your cookie in the tea...yummy!
Language can be built while playing with play dough or clay.  Talk about how the play dough feels (soft).  Make different items using the play dough.  Make a snowman and ask student to “Put two eyes on the face”, “Put the nose under the eyes”, “Make a little ball for the head”, “Make a big ball for the bottom”, etc.  

Reading Stories 
Reading stories is one of the best ways to develop language skills.  Remember that it is good to read the same story several times.  Repetition is necessary for children to process and accept new language.
Use predictable or patterned books.  Examples of patterned or predictable books are Brown Bear, Brown Bear, Silly Sally, Goodnight Moon, and Little Red Hen.   
After the student is familiar with a story, begin omitting words or phrases 
from the story and wait for student to “fill in the blank” by providing the missing word/phrase.  
It is important to stop and ask wh- questions throughout the story.  We need to train students to listen to the details of a story and not just rely on the pictures or the title to guess what is going on in the story.
Read, for example, Little Red Riding Hood.  Read one to two sentences or one to two paragraphs at a time (depending on the skill level of your students) and then stop to ask questions.  “Where was Little Red Riding Hood going?” “What was she carrying in the basket?”  

Music, Finger plays and Nursery Rhymes
Use music as a means of improving the student’s receptive (understanding) language skills.  Songs, especially those with action words, are a great way to develop language skills.  Many songs such as “The Hokey Pokey” require children to actively listen and respond to simple commands.  

Use finger plays and nursery rhymes to develop student language skills.  Act them out as you say them.

Show and Tell

Students need to learn to listen to other students.  Have one student share his show and tell.  For example, Student says one or more of the following statements “This is my toy.  It’s from Walmart.  I like to play with it outside because it can go fast on the sidewalk.  My mom bought it.”  The teacher could then prompt for retelling of info by asking wh- questions …..“Who bought the toy car for Johnny?  Where did his mom buy it?  Where does he like to play with it?  Why does he like to play with it outside?”  Encourage the students to respond using complete and grammatically correct sentences.
An alternative method is as follows:  Have Johnny hide his show and tell in a bag.  Encourage the other students to ask wh-questions to elicit clues so they can guess the object.  You may give the students cue cards (picture cards) for who, where, what, when and why questions.  If the student asks, “What color is it?”  Johnny can say “red.”  The teacher may then say to the class “What color is it?” The class can then respond “It is red.”  Continue with this process until the classmates can guess the object.

Routine Times and Language

Following directions
Gym is a great time to work on following directions.  “Jump up and down on one foot.”  “Touch your toes five times.”  “Hop three times and then sit down.”

Art/Craft time is another great time to work on following directions.  Tell the class what you want them to do.  For example, “Color the picture of the tree and then cut out the picture.  Glue the tree onto the brown paper.”  Have the leader be responsible for reciting the directions to the class.  After each direction the teacher may say, for example, “What are you going to color?”  “What should you do after you color the tree?” Encourage the students to respond using complete and grammatically correct sentences.
Grammar
General conversation provides a great opportunity to work on grammar.  Repeat back grammatically incorrect utterances using correct grammar and sentence structure.  For example, student says, “Me goed store.”  Teacher says, “Oh, you went to the store.  I went to the store yesterday.”
If you are talking about an orange at snack and you ask “What color is the orange?”  When a student answers “It is orange” then you can say “Yes, it is orange.  Let’s all say it together, it is orange.”

When you are lining up for gym you can ask “Where are we going?”  When a student says “gym” then you can say “Yes, we are going to the gym.  Let’s all say it together we are going to the gym.”


Story Time and Grammar - reading with students is a wonderful way to promote grammar development. Here are a few suggestions on how to reinforce using correct grammar patterns during story time:
· Use pronouns to refer to the characters within the story. Point to a character and say, for example "Look at this boy - he fell in the puddle. Look at that girl - she will help the boy." If the student does not understand that he refers to a boy and she refers to a girl, be sure to explain that to him/her.

· Find stories that have a repetitive grammar pattern and read them as often as the student will permit, so that s/he will later "read it to him/herself" (e.g., Five Little Monkeys; Brown Bear Brown Bear; Jesse Bear, What Will You Wear, etc.). Repetitive pattern books provide multiple opportunities for spoken grammar exposure and practice.  
· When reading stories that do not have a pattern, you can choose a pattern to describe the pictures. For example:

· She is looking. She is bending over. She is picking a flower...

· Where is the red ball? Where is the biggest girl? Where is the other kitten?
· Explain the different concepts illustrated within the pictures of the book. For example, If the story discusses all of the animals, point out the final /s/ on the word animals, which indicates there are many animals. Count the animals to explain the concept of plurals.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at archdekin.katelyn@nesd.ca, or 306-921-3401.
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